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a school of learning, where St. Dominic's education
was begun. The well of St. Antholin is still shown,
and the water is thought to work cures.
Palencia was on Leonnese ground, and Bermudo
considered Sancho's buildings as an aggression. A
war was threatened, and was only prevented by
.Sancho's engaging that his wife Elvira's inheritance of
Castille should pass to his second son, Fernando, the
husband of Sancha of Leon, instead of to his eldest
son Garcia, the heir of Navarre.
Another strange romance is here brought into ac-
count for the disfavour of the firstborn. It is said that
while King Sanclio was absent, Garcia wanted to use
his father's favourite horse, and that he had obtained
consent from his mother to his riding it, when Don
Pedro Sese, the Master of the Horse, assured her that
the'king would not trust it with the youth, and she
withdrew her sanction. Don Garcia, in savage fury,
made the vilest accusations against his mother and
Don -Pedro ; and his brother Fernando, when appealed
to, neither affirmed nor denied her innocence. She
appealed, like all queens in romance in such a predica-
ment, to the ordeal of battle ; but no one cared to
descend into the lists with the heir of the kingdom;
and she was in danger of the stake, when a champion
rode forward and undertook her cause. He proved to
be Don Ramiro, an illegitimate son of the king him-
self, a brave youth, who could not bear to see an
innocent queen perish by the slander of her own son.
No sooner was his name proclaimed than a monk
rushed between the half-brothers, and addressed such
burning words to Garcia, that the lad, overwhelmed
with shame, fell at his father's feet and declared that

